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Society: “Tequesta” 1945, The Historical Association of Southern Florida

TEQUESTA
Number five of Tequesta, The Journal of the
Historical Association of Southern Florida, 1945
issue, dated January, 1946, has appeared, and as
usual contains a number of interesting articles. This
issue, as was the last one, is edited by Professor
Leonard R. Muller of the University of Miami ; in
fact, these publications are issued as bulletins of the
University.
The first article is a narrative of the life of
Henry M. Flagler before he came to Florida (1883)
by Dr. Sidney Walter Martin of the Department of
History, the University of Georgia. Professor Martin has been at work on a full-length biography of
Flagler for a year or two and this article is one
result of his larger research.
Flagler, thinks Professor Martin, had a larger
part in planning, establishing, and building the
Standard Oil Company than did John D. Rockefeller
his copartner; in fact, he quotes Rockefeller himself
as stating just that. But after 1883, when Flagler
first came to Florida and was captivated by its
possibilities, he took less and less part in the affairs
of that huge corporation as he became more and
more interested in the development of the peninsula,
and towards the end this was his sole vocation.
The next paper is “Blockade-Running in the Bahamas During the Civil War,” a paper read before
the Association by Thelma Peters of Miami, a charter member and director. This is a subject which
appeals to everyone and Mrs. Peters does not disappoint them with her fully documented narrative;
except that, of necessity, there is little about Florida’s share in the blockade-running. Most of the
large cargoes from the Bahamas were run into
Wilmington and Charleston. She says (from an
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article in Harper’s) “Between 1861 and 1865 about
400 vessels entered Nassau from Confederate ports,
156 coming from Charleston and 164 from Wilmington. During the period of the War 588 ships left
Nassau for Southern ports, though 432 of these ostensibly cleared for New Brunswick or ports in the
West Indies.”
Similar statistics for Florida are not available
nor ever will be. In the aggregate they must have
been only a fraction of the steamer cargoes to the
large ports. They came mostly in sailing vessels,
schooners or even smaller, and, instead of making
for the well-known harbors, sought some one of the
hundreds of inlets along Florida’s unlimited coastline; and whereas the arrival of a cargo was quite
evident at the ports, few knew from whence came
the merchandise of many kinds which appeared and
trickled northwards out of Florida. So Florida’s
part will never be fully told, but there is a bit in the
Swann papers in the Florida State Library, and
some of that in “Incidents of the Confederate
Blockade” by Kathryn Abbey Hanna in The Journal
of Southern History (May, 1945).
Another subject that has a never-failing appeal
to us is the Everglades, and Professor Muller reprints a journal of a canoe expedition into the
Everglades in 1842 from United States, A Quarterly
Review of Military and Naval Affairs, April 1883.
The author says this is “. . . a verbatim transcript of a penciled memorandum of events made by
me (Adm. George Henry Preble) from day to day
while on an expedition across the Everglades . . .
in 1842.” The trip was made in “dugout canoes
which formed our homes for sixty days.” The party
left Key Biscayne in February with a detachment of
sailors and marines from naval vessels to examine
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the country around Okeechobee. They found “. . .
the Indian towns deserted, camps abandoned, and
fields uncultivated, but only once did we get near
the Indians,” but then they were not seen. The
diary covers the period from February 4 to April
12.
The last article is "Three Floridian Episodes”
by John James Audubon, reprinted from The Life
of J. J. Audubon, The Naturalist, Edited by His
Widow; New York, 1879 ; chapters xix, xx, xxi. Here
are descriptions of the natural history life of Florida as seen by the great naturalist during his wanderings down the peninsula in the winter of 18311832, on foot, on horseback, and by boat- “. . .
factual in content” says Professor Muller, “and
amusing to the modern reader because of their extremely grandiloquent style.’’
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